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NO APARTHEID IN QUEENSLAND

The following answer hasg been forwarded
to - the Editor, Sydnecy Morning Herald, N,S. W.
by the Dircctor of Native Affairgs Mr. Ce O'Leary
i reply to a letter by Mr. Don Dungtan MePe
Which appcared in the Sydney Morning Herald
igguc of Thursday 6uh April, 1961,

11th April, 1961,

"The Eaitor,
Sydncy MamungIRHQTG
SYDIRY, N,S.W.

RiT,

Your issue of Thursday, 6th April, containcd




letter from Mr. Don Dunstan, M.P. under the
heading = i

Trcatment of Aborigines
A Charge of "Apartheid"

As nig-statements and inaccuracies appear in
that letter it is noccssqry, 1n fairmess to
Queensland Administration and the aboriginalg
benefiting therefrom, that the true position:
gshould be given. In support of hig argulent
that Govermaent practice in Australia achieyg
the same result ag apartheid, he particularly
quotes the casc of Queensland thus - "In Queg
land no aboriginal hag a vote for any Parligy
even if exempt and thus some 37,000 people
are dc sfranchised. "

Queensland's aboriginal population ig =

Subjeet to the Act 18,20l
Fully cxempted from the Act 19,700

Of an egtimated popula tion of 37,904
aboriginal colourcd people in Queensland, the
ma jority (19 700) have full citizenship r1ﬂn
-including hc right to-votec and the right to
drink. No other gtate can claim that achieve
nent towards assimilation or integration.

The foregoing figures indicate that theh
arc more colourcd people in Quecnsland nob
controlled than controlled. No other State
can claim that achicvenent

That Queensland's policy of tuitvon
preparatory to agsimilation has resulted in
that State having more pcodle of qboriginal
blood with full citizens th PT”nu thﬂn hﬂvo
the Statcecs of New i
Augtralia and the
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rritory combined,

The asscertion that the residents of these
sitlement toimships are there against their
1ig wronge. Of the total number of 4,059,
fare oprosed to lcaving their hores. and
goeiates. There menfolk are fully cployed
dthe children rececive tuition in primary
il gsecondary schools, the lattér tuition

ging provicded by Church and State, the State
gying the coct of all such, preparatoryvto

o geimilation into. the white cornmunity.
flat the Dircctor of Native Affairs can order
ople subjcct to the Act on. to a Goverpmnent
filerent is truce. Their renoval there is
liays consistant with the nccessisy for

et carc and protection which is not

jailable to them outside of the settlement
imghip. In the main this removal is of a
iporary nature to help the fanily to gettle
mEpreparacory to the man obtaining work
dccormodation for his family. Ther ig no
dC regtriction on any pergon on these
ettlement townsghivg. The main nroblem of

it Department is to induce then to leave.
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~ That Qucensland aboriginals have no control
CEtheir carnings and Savings Bank Deposits




ig an o0ld argument that hag over the ycarg &
been consistently refuted. Over the twelyg
months ended 30th June, 1960, the amount
depogited by aboriginalg to Savings Bank = 8
Accounts totalled £497,609. The withdrawalg
againgt thesc deposits vwere £495,54L.  Thegg
figurecs must be accépted ag a rebuttal of
Mr. Dunstan's conténtion of limit of availa
ability of deposits from ecarmings. g

In Queensland, with the cxception of 4y
Pagtoral Award, cvery aboriginal worker ig
entitled to the wages provided by the variog
callings subject to Industrial Awards. :
Irregpective of the cexelusion.of aborigindlg
from the provigions of the Pagtoral Award, &
many receive the full ratc applicable to
white workers, but where fhey arc not cmploy
able at these rates, a reduced rate consigstol
with their ability is determined by the Depar
nente It must be remembered that many of the
Pagtoralists, in addition to paying wages to
the workers, maintain his dependants. :

Exemption from the Quéengland Aboriginal
Preservation and Protcction Act .docs give
aboriginals the gsame rights ag Australiang of
European origine. Any recvocation of -e¢xcmptiol
certificate would only be on the basis. of the
conduct of the individual and following a Coll
decision in his casce. ‘

Onc would imagine from Mr. Dunstan's
letter that the Queecnsland aboriginals- and

half-bloods subject to the cxisting Act are
digsatisfied with their lot and that their
conditiong are not equal with the case is
cvidenced by the following := *

1e No aboriginal child im Qucéensland is
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in Quéensland is

restricted “From attondi ng a_Stdte or Church
gchom °

Abornginaﬁ children particinate cqually
th white children in all gports controlled
by +he various sporting rrram zations ﬂof the

Suatco 5

Aboriginal workers from Paln Island
S;t’mcmcm arc crploycd in the Sugar Industry
and as canc—cutters work u:nc"tcr the u'mo'
eonditions ag applics to whwf' workers "__‘Thc.ziy
‘--Garry the same Union Tickets as doeg: the white

ﬂy'

&L, The Queensland Govermient Rail'{aay ]?opart-— |
ment and the Main Roads Depart nc.zm; likewise .

~ enploy "lbOI"'I ginals undcer conditiong sv_m_}_lar -
b fo white workers and in onc instanee, at leagt
Ban aboriginal is a ganger in charge of white
and colourad workers :

Ir

There is a wide gap between the thinki_ng
of “the aboriginal and many of the advocates for
alucratv on of his present status in Queenslands:
" hat theoe advocates arc DO(.. ﬂl ignorant of
Lthe position in Quecnsland is ¢ gvidenced by

the following = GO _

li?.x,

“(a) In 1958 the Honourable  J.J.Brady, Minister
B for Native Affairs in Western Australia, 3
-f‘ollomnrT visit to Queensland, gstated . S5
uhpouf* th Augtralian Broqdca i dmpEy
Comnliiggion - o R

I The. \/c stern Augstralian Govermuomt is
Sexploring the possibilitics of sctting up
; Abomgln'll Communluy Centres modelled on

S Qlcens land lative Sctilements

The Western Augtralian.Minister for

| «
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Native Affairs, lire Brady, said in Perth he haq

\

greatly impressed with the Cherbourg Aboriginalég

nent in South Queensland. He said it would be :
difficult to set up similar centres in Westemn Ay
ralia wherce the natives were more scattered but

Quecensland idea of encouraging aborigines to liyg

as a comunity appecared to work -so well that he
try to adapt it for Western Australia., "

Wegtern Australia, following visit to Quceng
land wrote - L

(b) In June, 1960, the Commissioncr ofﬁNative‘Ay

L The ScttlementsI visited, Cherbourg and Pa

Island, are magnificent institutions. I Was mogh
favourably impressed with the work of your offiaey
and of the natives
settlements.

Ag the result of my vigit I can now think
of no reagon to doubt the truth of your state-—
ment in your lagt amual report that Queeng-
land's policy, to the limit of tuition facilitieg

and consistent with the matorial;availablc, Drodug

a pergonnel available for annual agsgimilation.
The quality and quantity of your tuitionary and
welfare gtaff and the material provided them
appeared to me to leave little to be degsired, "

(c) On the 29th March, 1961, Kylie Tennant, onc
of Australia's most travelled Journalisgtg
and one particularly interested in Mative °,

lelfare, weote of Queensland . :-

"

Why is it' a vigiting M.P. asked, ‘that
the aborigines I see here are happicr, frecr,
better dressed, more independems:? They don't
slink and cower like the aborigines where I come

(Eh

from.* W.
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Signed Ceo O'Leary
Dircctor of Native Affairg
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W AVOID COLDS

: Avoid colds this winter by avoiding cold
" suffercrs where possible, wash hands often,
Bespecially before cating. Avoid chilling
cand wet feet, which lower resistance to
“infectione.

- Kylie Tennant, one
clled Journalists

cregted in Mative &
land . - e

4
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WHAT TYPE OF ULCER?

P. asked, *that
happier, frecr,
ent? They don't

igines where I cone

) Pcople often agk what the difference is
P beticen a stomach ulcer and a duodenal ulecr.
detually they are aill Peptic ulcers, identif-

Sled by that part of the digestive tract in
iliich they occur. : :

Queensland., Those
its Thosc capable of

ic still cannot say definitely what causcs




