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" RON RICHARDS REPORT

The Queensland Times, Ipswich
hag something to say about our Ron
Richards and Palm Island.

In their Sportograph Column
of 30th December, they recorded an inter—
view with Ron ag under.

Ron Richardg Tells of Life on
Palm Igsland.

Ron Richardsg, former tr
ralian boxing titleholder ig holi
Ipgswich at the nresent timce

iple Au
daying

Born at Leichhardt L9 years ago,
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Ron began hig carcer ag a boxer: in the
Boonah - digtrict at the age of 16 j years
.and went from success to success until - -hig
-.hame became a household WOrd throughout
Augtralia, o

£ ‘s

Recognised ag one of the greategt

“boxers ever produced in Aust tralia, he hoTQ
the Augtralian mldd10wovgh lvghu~hcavy701gh
and hcavyVOWghu crowns

After hig rétﬁromonu,ln 19&3, Ron
- gpent geveral years in and around Sydney
and in 1950 he went to the aboriginal
scttlement at Palm Ig sland. . He could have
10’“ the igland after ITVC years but
liked the life so much that he ha remained
there ever gince. At pregent he is gtaying
with a neice at Churchill and will retum
to Palm Igland in about a fortnight's time.

When I 'spoke to him yes ucrdqyy Ron

Wag prepared to praise the igland to the
fulleg u, but in very modest fas shion, he
tried to avoid aneg crvng quc tiong about hig
box1ng PILOWCES o

Ron ig loud in hig praiges
the present superintendent, N». Y
who, took charge. of the scttlement in TIH3
and according to Ren has +turned it into an
island Paradise

He claims that the Govermment
hag done a great deal for the coloured
peoplc,

he

Ron gpends hig time managing &
- o
1 which

men's quarters on island,
supporting. The settlement has
/11 cattle, vegetablc tarmg and piggery.
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poxer ‘in the

¢ of 16 ycars
guccess: ntil -hisg
jordd throughout:

me of the greategt
\ustralia, he held
sht, light-~hcavyweigh

pement in 1945, Ron
)d around Sydney

¢ aboriginal

1. . He could have
yo years, but.
1at he has remained
sgent he is gtaying
1 and will retum

n fortnight's timc.

o him yesterday, Ron

he igland to theé
cost faghion, he
questions about hisg

his praises: of
nt, Mr. Barctlam,
cttlement in 1953,
turned it into an

che

the Govermment
r the colourcd

time managing the
igland, which

gsettlement hasg

farmg and Piggeirye.

Boxing tournamentg arc run
on the igland cach fortnight and there
are organised basketball and football
matches. Filmg are shown twice a week
in the theatre built by the occupants
of the island, and it is claimed to be
the largest in North Quecnsland.

Ron is every-recady to talk of
+the all-round athletic ability of hig
father, the late Mr. Dick Richards, i
and recalls the day when he fought a Z
15-round bout againgt "Darkie" Jonecs. |
Ron's father won the bout (which was
fought with bare knuckles) in the lagt |
round. :

--Ron says the begt fighter
he cver met was without a doubt Fred
Hemmeberry. "He was the most vicious
fighter of all time and certainly would
have won a world middlcweight title
if he had been given the chance,"

- gaid Ron.

" Hemneberry and Richards
met no fewer than cight times during
their stomny carcerg and cach time
drew capacity crowds.

It is interesting to note that
Ron fought the present light heavyweight
champion of the world, Arch Moore twice
in Australia. Ron lost onec bout on a
T.K.0, with a cut eye and lost the other
on points (though he thought he had won).

. Ron began his profesgional
carcer at the old Bohemia Stadium in
Brisbane in a main bout, and in fact
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never fought a preliminary LTight in hig
life, :

He clasgses Jack Carroll as

the greatest Welter-vweight of all time;
S

Ambrogse Palmer ag the top clags light heaw
weight (he was as quick on hisg foot as

any lightweight); and Fred Henneberry

ag the begt middlcecweight, and the greategt
of them all, AND Ron should know, he
fought them all,

- The Richardg family hag carned
a.place - in the history of Australian
boxing. Ron's brother Max, won the
Queengland bantamweight title in the early
19308 and wag +the only Augtralian to
"go the digtance" with Chinese sensation
Kui Kon Young. ' ]

“With a flaghing gmile, digplaying
a perfeect set of teeth, despite all hig
ring battles, Ron sayg it ig good to be
back among the people of T gwich, who

are the friendlicgt he has ever met,
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FEEDING BABY

Don't feed baby every time he
cricg -= ingtead try to find the reagon
he ig erying. And don't overclothe
your child when the weather turns cold.
Ingtead of breventing coughg and sneezes,
thig makes him more gugceptibles,

(From the Queensland Health Bducation
; Council, )




